
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



104 NATURAL HISTORY MISCELLANY. 

it acts very well, but not with others. Much depends on the mode of 
doing it. It should be done gradually, and with an iron not too hot. 
My friend told me that he had taken nearly two hours in thus drying a 
plant, but he found himself well rewarded. I have Orchis fusca now 
that I ironed out in 1863, and it has lost very little of its colour. Oph- 
rys muscifera looks well ironed ; so do grasses." — Henry Utlyett. Jlard- 
wicke's Scientific Gossip, Aug. 1, 1866. 



ZOOLOGY. 

Flights of Butterflies. — In Europe, we have had notices of re- 
markable flights of swarms of butterflies ; but Sir Emerson Tennent, in 
his work on the Natural History of Ceylon, has related similar instan- 
ces of "flights of these delicate creatures, generally of a white or pale 
yellow hue, apparently miles in breadth, and of such prodigious ex- 
tension as to occupy hours and even days, uninterruptedly in their 
passage" : — 

"The butterflies I hare seen in these wonderful migrations, in Ceylon, were mostly Cal- 
lidryas hilarim, C. Alcmeone and G.Pyranlhe, with straggling individuals of the genus Eup- 
tosa, E. Coras and E. Prothoe. Their passage took place in April or May, generally in a 
north-easterly direction. A friend of mine travelling from Kandy to Kornegalle, drove 
for nine miles through a cloud of white butterflies, which were passing across the road by 
which he went." p. 403. 

GEOLOGY. 
The First Appearance of Man on our Planet. — "Although per- 
haps more interesting in an ethnological than in a geological point of 
view, we cannot altogether exclude from our notice the phenomena 
attending the first appearance of Man on our planet. The discoveries 
of the last few years have satisfactorily shown that the opinions for- 
merly entertained of a great break existing between the period when 
the now extinct races of Mammalia dwelt in our land, and the first cre- 
ation of man,' are no longer tenable. Here also we have been obliged 
to give up the theory of great breaks between successive formations. 
As we find a gradual passage from one geological formation to another 
evidenced by the gradual dying out of the pre-existing forms of animal 
life, and the gradual introduction of newer, and generally higher, 
forms (although we do not yet understand the law of such progres- 
sive changes), so, when we come to the most recent, or Quaternary, 
periods in geological chronology, we find evidence of Man's existence 
on the earth before the final disappearance of those varied forms of 
mammalian life which have hitherto been generally looked upon as 
belonging to the final period of the geological cycle. Thus Man of the 
present day is connected by an almost unbroken series of links with 



NATURAL HISTORY MISCELLANY. 



105 



the recently discovered Poraminifera of the Laurentian gneiss." — An- 
niversary Address of the President {Sir B. I. Murchison) of the Geological 
Society of London. 1866. 

The Eozoon in Austria. — "-Prof. Hochstetter, after long and labo- 
rious search, has succeeded in finding, in the crystalline limestone of 
.Krummau, in South-western Bohemia, agglomerations of calcareous 
spar and serpentine, which have been declared by Dr. Carpenter, to 
whom specimens had been sent for examination, to be undoubted re- 
mains of Eozoon. Professor Hochstetter thinks the lenticular nodules 
partly composed of calcareous spar and serpentine, so abundant in the 
vicinity of the graphitic beds of Schwarzenbach and Mugerau, to be 
possibly of organic origin. Prof. Gtimbel has lately found the Eozoon 
in the crystalline limestones of Bavaria." — Quarterly Journal of the 
Geological Society. London. 1866. 

The Eozoon is the earliest form of animal life known; it belongs 
to the lowest type of animals, the Protozoa, and has only been found 
in the oldest rocks on the globe : i. e., the Laurentian System, consist- 
ing mostly of gneiss, limestone and syenitic rocks. It was o first dis- 
covered in Grenville, Canada, by the Canadian Geological Survey, and 
afterwards in Connemara, Ireland. " 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

Wasps as Marriage- Piuests to Plants. — "Among 
these Wasps (though technically not a wasp at all), 
is a fine, handsome insect which has greatly piqued 
my curiosity, because I have not been able to lo- 
cate it, even as to its family. Can you inform me 
What it is ? It is near the Sphegida?, or the Scoliidse 
of Westwood, but differs materially, I think, from 
both. I did not preserve any perfect specimen of the 
insect. Its striking peculiarities, in addition to its 
handsome appearance on the wing, or when settling 
on the flowers of the Asclepias, with its antennai 
busily employed gently playing upon the outside of 
the flower, while the labium is as busy inside — are 
the elongated labium and the very singular appen- 
dages to the tarsus, a drawing of one of which, 
highly magnified, I enclose. I think from the ap- 
pearance of the spines upon the tarsus, that nearly 
all of them have borne these appendages, which have been broken 
off of such as are now without them. The terminal lobe of the 
appendage is light green, while the enclosed granules (or cells) are 
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Pollen attached 
to the spines 
of a wasp's leg. 



